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SECTION  I  (U)  SIGNIFICANT  ORGANIZATION  OR  UNIT  ACTIVITIES  .  . 

1*  (u)  General; 

a.  The  renainder  of  the  battalion’s  general  cargo  which  included^ 
several  wheeled  vehicles,  18  howitzers,  105am  SP,  11108;  and  ^  Armored  Pe.r- 
eonnel  Carriers,  1x11 3»  arrived  at  base  camp  (Artillery  Hill)  on  3  August, 

b.  During  the  reporting  poriod,  the  battalion  continued  its  program 
O—  of  building  and  improving  base  camp.  Buildings  tliat  were  completed  by  the  use 
O  l'  troop  labor  included  14  enlisted  troop  billets,  4  officer  billets,  3  unit 
CJ5  □ess  halls,  and  4  battery  headquarters  buildings. 

i  U 

*1  o.  Awards:  The  Bronze  Star  lbdal  for  valor  was  awarded  to  the 

jT“  Battalion  Surgeon,  Lodioal  1IC0,  and  l^dical  Aidman  in  a  battalion  ceremony  on 
8  Ootober.  The  Air  Ledal  was  awarded  to  the  Assistant  S2  during  tlie  reporting 
,<*<  •^period. 

r.'  •  ^ 

2,  (u)  Intelligence:  Several  members  of  Forward  Observer  parties  were 

c  "committed  to  aerial  visual  reconnaissance  (VR)  missions  whioh  resulted  in 
sightings  of  intrenohnents ,  numerous  hamlets,  bridges,  trails,  and  suspeoted 
ene^y  personnel.  Several  looations  of  these  sightings  have  been  used  as  Ekl 
targets  by  artillery  units  in  tlie  Pleilcu  area. 

3*  (u)  Operations  and  Training  Activities : 

a.  Plans:  Planned  emphasis  within  tlie  battalion  was  to  develop 
maintain  individual  oombat  proficionoy,  safety,  personal  lygiene  and  sani-1 
maintenance,  and  security  by  periodically  scheduling  formal  classes.  Much 
this  training  lias  been  stressed  through  on-the-job  training  techniques. 
Familiarization  firing  of  all  individual  end  orew  serve  weapons  is  oonduoted 

eaoh  calendar  quarter*  t99mmx  eontaJAs  5  viTrv^.ica  effecting  the  National 

v  Uaitcd  £t-  •  a- i.  .!■;  tli*  of  tho 

®*  fan,  litis  r:,  u.  c.  s.«ioa  m  art 

794,  Its  traneuissloa  or  irn  rv/*  title#  of  its  contents 
|  in  any  smsir  to  aa  unaut hoiisod  poracjn  is  prohibited 


I  in  any  newer  te  an  unauthorised  par 

P  by  law.*  i 
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AVFA-AT~3/^'  -0  1  November  1966 

SUBJECT «  Cipri.cationoi  ?.:;:nrt  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  y,  October  19 66 

(1)  At  1840  hours  on  3  August,  the  battnlion  firod  a  T-VTj  its 
first  mission  and  first  round  in  the  Republic  of  South  Vietnam  with  unknown  re- 
sults.  The  targets  were  an  enemy  assembly  area  and  suspeoted  enemy  CP. 

(2)  Calibration  firing  (6  rounds  per  tube)  of  the  105mm  Howitzers 
(K108)  SP  was  completed  on  5  August. 

(3)  On  9  August,  Battery  A  moved  to  ths  vicinity  of  O.+ecka  with 
the  mission  GSR  2d  Howitzer  Battalion,  9th  Artillery  in  support  of  1st  Battalion, 
69th  Armor,  3d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division  on  "OPERATION  PAUL  REVERE  H'1  an 
operation  which  lasted  15  days. 

(4)  On  11  August,  Battery  B  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Plei  Boy  on 
a  one  day  operation  to  provide  defensive  fires  for  CIDG  operations  in  the  Plei 
throng  area. 

(5)  From  13-15  August,  Battery  C  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Plei 
tirong  and  provided  fires  for  a  CIDG  clearing  operation  which  resulted  in  the 
destruction  of  one  building  in  a  suspeoted  Viet  Cong  location.  The  operation  re¬ 
sulted  in  several  VC  surrendering  to  the  CIDG. 

(6)  On  23  August,  Battery  C  oooupied  a  poBitior:  15  miles  east  of 
Pleilcu  City  south  c;.  Highway  19  on  a  one  day  operation  firing  preparation  end 
defensive  fires  in  support  of  two  ARVN  companies  in  an  operation  to  clear  and 
oocupy  liill  928  (ER  073429).  One  Viet  Cong  suspeot  was  captured  during  this 
operation. 


(7)  From  23  August  until  7  September,  Battery  B  moved  to  a  position 
between  Catecka  and  Plei  lie  with  a  mission  GSR  2d  Howitzer  Battalion,  IV^h  Ar¬ 
tillery  in  an  operation  supporting  two  ARVN  battalions  (Task  Forces)  in  a  clear¬ 
ing  operation  from  west  of  Plei  lie  NE  to  an  area  SW  of  Cateoka  in  the  la  Drang 
end  la  Puoh  River  Valleys. 

(8)  From  24  August  until  31  Ootober,  Battery  C  lias  been  deployed 
from  8  to  25  miles  along  Highway  19  east  of  Pleilcu  City  GSR  2d  Howitzer  Bat¬ 
talion,  9th  Artillery  and  DS  l/lO  Cavalry  with  a  mission  to  provide  cover  and 
security  of  Highway  19  in  the  Pleiku  seotor. 

(9)  From  24  August  until  13  Ootober,  Battery  A  occupiod  several 
positions  in  the  vioinity  of  Duo  Co  with  a  mission  GSR  2d  Howitzer  Battalion, 

9th  Artillery  on  "OPERATION  PAUL  REVERE  III".  Defensive,  preparation,  regi¬ 
stration,  and  E&I  missions  were  fired  diring  this  period.  On  4  Ootober,  Battery 
A  fired  its  10,000th  round  in  the  Republio  of  South  Vietnam. 

(10)  During  the  period  12-22  September,  Battery  B  occupied  a  po¬ 
sition  approximately  12  mixes  west  of  Pleilcu  City  along  Route  509  with  the 
mission  GSR  2d  Howitzer  Battalion,  9th  Artillery, 
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SUBJECT  i  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  October  1966 

(11)  From  22-30  September,  Battery  B  oooupied  a  position  in  the 
vioinily  of  Thanh  Binh  (Oasis)  \dth  the  mission  GSR  2d  Howitzer  Battalion,  9th 
Artillery* 

(12)  During  the  period  1-22  October,  Battery  B  noved  and  occupied 
position*  north  ef  Phu  Cat  along  Highway  1  in  GS  of  22nd  AEVN  Division  on 
"OPERATION  DIVING 11  in  the  Phu  Cat  Mountains  north  of  Qui  Nhon.  The  battery  was 
oredited  with  65  eneny  KIA  and  8  VC  captured  during  this  operation* 

(13)  During  the  period  13-27  October,  Bcttery  A  oooupied  positions 
’n  the  vicinity  of  Plei  Djereng  with  the  mission  GSR  2d  Howitzer  Battalion,  9th 
rtiHeiy  in  support  of  3d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division  and  USSP/CIDG  ele- 
en  !.?•  on  "OPERATION  PAUL  REVERE  IV".  During  this  operation,  Battery  A  was 

•iiwdited  with  a  total  of  15  HVA/VC  KIA. 

(14)  On  22  October*  Battery  B  deployed  two  platoons  along  Highway 
19  east  of  Ploiku  City  with  the  mission  DS  l/lO  Cavalry  in  providing  cover  and 
security  of  Highway  19* 

(15)  Effeotive  1600  hours  23  October,  3d  'Howitzer  Bcttcli-j..,  6th 
Artillery  (-)  became  0FC01T  of  the  4th  Infantry  Division  with  Battery  a  occu¬ 
pying  a  petition  in  vioinity  of  Hei  Djereng  with  a  mission  GSR  2d  Howitzer 
3attclioii,  9tli  Artillery  on  "OPERATION  PAUL  REVERE  IV".  Batter ieo  B  and  C 
deployed  :L;  two  platoons  each,  each,  east  of  Pleiku  City  along  Highway  19  with 
a  mission  IS  l/lO  Cavalry  providing  seourity  of  Highway  19. 

(16)  Proa  27-29  October,  Battery  A  occupied  a  position  within  the 
4th  Infantry  Division  Base  Camp  ns  elements  of  a  reaction  farce.  During  this  v 
period  the  battery  fired  three  defensive  concentrations  before  moving  to  the 
vioinily  of  Thanh  Binh  (Oasis)  on  29  Ootober. 

(17)  On  31  Ootober,  one  platoon  (2  howitzers)  from  Battery  A  moved 
to  vicinity  of  Plei  In  with  a  mission  GS  II  Corps.  The  remaining  elements  of 
Battery  A  moved  within  the  4th  Infantry  Division  Base  Camp  as  elements  of  a 
reaction  fore*. 

0.  Training!  On  21  September  and  3  October,  Headquarters  Battery‘s 
iiortar  Seotion  fired  a  total  of  124  rounds  of  81mn  mortar  HE  in  a  joint  training 
.(xeroise  with  the  77th  Radar  (CMl)  Detachment. 

SECTION  II  (C)  COMANDER'S  OBSERVATIONS  AND  HECOMiSllDATIONS 
Pert  I,.  Observations  (Lessons  Learned) 

1#  (0)  Operations; 

a.-.  .Item;  FirL-g  Chart  (Soalei  l/25,OQO)  PDC 
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ATOUiT-3/6-co  uunnutmiHL  i 

SCBjBoii  .Operation!  Report  for  Suurterly  Purlod  Eudir* 

shoot) }  tho  pSftiJ-dSrt  bSfr^ioW  f1  PB5“  «rl>B  starts  fold 

n  den*  doth  to  remove,  dirt  Sf  otart1^8*  °°?  ’W  v,l!>oa  otC  vit* 

fore  boooming  unserviceable.  *  ™  ohart  C0n  be  several  times  be- 

Int  oliorto  al”otl<,n  oontaro  should  uss  tho  plootlo  fir- 

I 

b.  ^tgnj*  Porvard  Observers  (li-14  Hiflo). 

sivo  amount  of  ^S°fTOr  5^  his  nust  cany,  an  oxooe- 

Thia  is  ospooiallv  «  on  operations  booauss  of  resupply  problems, 

different  ■typo  weapons  i.n.‘  witb  troops  who  are  usually  oxmod  wifch 

of  o^itiT iTX6^;  SPSS?*  *****  elements^  tho  resupply 

Rlilo  iastSdSS'^< ll-U^ST1  °bSOrVOr  am  •shouia  b0  1'7rjUod  tha 

°*  jEi°a»  Survey  Control. 

wot  areas  a^clTors^J*  8UfTd  fixinff  **ta  13  hR«perod  in 

“*  ^  *  -  “  coord^os3^ 

control  in  or^af^f 2??  242  QM  °th°r  Units  should  03rtend 
villages ,  and  military  installations  tv? elipp?“t»  *»ia  highways, 

issuod  to  units  operating  in  So  fi°^a  c^fe^od.3  end 

iiSS*  lighting  Sot |  Conors  1  Illuminating, 

platoons  opor^S^^distaionf1^^  ba^orios  nro  fluently  split  into  tv;o 
lifting  set,  25  outlet,  110-120  volt5  t<V5  01108  Qpv,rt*  5310  105  authorizes  one 
"  firing  battery.  In  viow  3°Ja1U  ^  ono  ff0ncrator  8ot  1 10-120  volts  AC, 

*- :  fQr:iitl°3  ossontial  for  £4  hw<£%tZZ?  *"  P^t0°°  *“  ado*,Bto  1^ 

go-'.srutor  6m  J^S5?^®,1+AH/arinflf  hettcrios  in  RVW  should  bo  issuod  two 
that  eon  bo  used  vitTthe  1 V V»  ?°  Wtt  ^ 

2*  (0)  Logistios* 

a.  Item*  105cm  Howitzer  (HI 03)  Sp. 

tains  to  tJvs  liod^S^L^'L'1^ fct,e  o*i^iono^d  considerable  '  downtime  as  pexw 

RVN  of  ASh  depot  stookage  of  rato  is  duo  tc  tho  unavailability  in 

*ag  of  oor  ,4  in  major  comp  ana  evte/p  arts ,  o.g,,  jftdol  7599 
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AVPA-AT-3/ 6-CO  ,  Hovo.no  or  1966 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Erdiirg  3*1  October  1966 

diesel  engines,  radiators,  impolinrs,  solid  rubber  tires  for  rood  whools,  pano- 
rrnnic.  olosoopos,  and  common  usage  gun  parts,  e.g.,  oxtraotors,  pivot  pins,  and 
P  jngoxs*  Thero  oro  presently  five  panoranio  telosoopos  turned  in  to  ordnanoe 
duo  to  tho  loosoning  of  bonding  notorial  which  has  allowed  moisture  to  ontor  into 
the  telosoopos  rondoring  thorn  unsorviooablo*  Bus  to  tho  look  of  adequate  ropair 
parts  and  faoilitios,  tho  doadlino  rate  and  "downtime"  of  tho  H108  Howitzers  is 
unnooossnrily  high.  This  unit  was  informed  by  higher  headquarters  that  a  pre¬ 
packaged  PLL/ASL  and  a  float  howitzer  should  have  boon  sent  to  RVH  prior  to  our 
departure  from  CONUS.  To  dato  wo  havo  boon  unablo  to  looato  thoso 

0b3orvr.tion:  That  all  major  components/parts  for  tho  hwitzors 

11103  SP  bo  mado  availablo  in  RVII  whioh  will  roduoe  tho  duration  of  "oowntipa"  end 
onhanoo  tho  unit's  operational  capability.  A  pro-pcckagod  PLl/ASL  one  nooossory 
float  howitzers  should  bo  oloarly  assignod  and  intorostod  units  notified, 

*•>»  Whool  Vohiolos  (Cargo). 

Discussion!  The  following  listed  whool  vohiolo  parts  arc  not  avcil- 
ablo  in  RVH*  Shafts  for  5  ton  Wrockor  II543A2,  stortors  for  5  ton  Truck  1*54^2 ; 
and  ongincs,  transmissions,  and  bodies  for  z  ton  LI 51,  Whon  major  prats  for  tho 
Z  tom  vohfclo  oannot  bo  obtainod  from  property  disposal,  tho  vohiclo  ic  ewouetod  . 
and  a  requisition  far  a.  roplaoomonc  na.s  to  bo  prooossod, 

Observation*  That  adoquato  ASL  dopot  stock:  ga  of  whool  vehicle 
parts  bo  mado  available  in  R7N  to  inoludo  itoms  for  direct  uiroharvo, 

3*  (C)  Other* 


,  a,  Item*  Aviation  Sootion, 

Pis ouss ion;  This  unit  was  originally  authorised  or:.  \vir  ‘.iroraft 
a  oomplote  .'tvi-.tion  section.,  which  was  dolotod  prior  to  doploj-mor  l*  ovorsocs* 
Sii?oo  tho  nature  of  tho  operations  in  this  area,  roqur.ro  that  tho  batteries  bo 
separated  oxtonsivoly  and  on  an  almost  continuing  basis,  it  is  neoosscry  to  uso 
error  aft  for  command  and  control;  and  as  a  communications  link.  In  addition  to 
being  widely  disporsod  in  tho  croc  of  opora.tions,  tho  majority  of  tho  land  routos 
to  tho  bc-ttorios  cro  weather  or  Chorny  oontrollod  making  it  nooossary  +o  rommuni- 
ento  by  use  of  .  ire-',  ’ft.  This  ie  vvasor.tly  being  done  by  "borrowing"  ’ire-reft 
fro-.,;  j.o.'u1  aviation  units  or  by  ,'^j.:.tei»’-.a.iking"  \/hcn  airoreft  cro  uvai.'.ablo. 

Observation*  Aviation  sootions  that  aro  authorized  by  TCE  or  aug¬ 
mentation;  should  bo  issuod  to  units  prosontly  in  KVH,  and  to  units  that  aro  do- 
ploying  to  RVN. 

Tar*,/  II,  i<.oecUi-.’adatj,cns 

'*•  (U,!  Logi.v..-,Si 
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AVFA-AT-  3/6-CO  1  ITovorbor 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Roport  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  Jl  Cotebor  1966 

c»  Roooumond  that  each  III 08  Howitzer  battalion  in  RVIT  bo  At,  sued  oight 
additional  pcnorcunJ 0  tolosoopos  as  running  spares*  Tliis  v/ill  help  the  battalion 
to  maintain  full  artillery  firo  povor  capability. 

b.  It  is  rooommondod  that  an  adoquato  ASL  dopot  stookogo  of  major  00m- 
pononts/parts  for  traok  and  vhool  vohiolos  bo  mado  avcilablo  in  BVN. 

2,  {U)  Othors  Rooommond  that  aviation  soctions  authorized  by  i’OE  or  aug- 
uc;  station  bo  issued  to  units  prosontly  in  HVIT  and  units  that  cro  deploying  to  RVIT* 


PISfRlBUTlONt 
1  -  CHICIJSABPAC 
3  -  dcg,  osuanr 

3  -  CG,  I  tfPORCEV 

4  -  CC,  jlii  lx ty  Gp 

1  ~  S3  KUO,  3/6  Arty 
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AVPA-/.T-52-CO  (1  Nov  66)  1st  Ind 

SU3JHCT«  Operational  Report  of  Lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period 
ending  J1  October  1966  .... 

Headquarters  1  52d  Artillery  Group,  APO  96295  4  November  1966 

TOt  Commanding  Officer,  1  FFGHCLV  Artillery,  APO  9^550 

1,  Forwarded  herewith  is  the  Operational  Report,  subject  us  above, 
for  56  Howitzer  Battalion,  oth  Artillery.  . 

2*  Concur  in  observations  and  recommendations  contained  in  basic 
communications . 

% 

1  Incl  0.  L.  CC3IA30N 

as  Colonel  Artillery 

Commanding 
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'.7VA-:'.T-Q  (1  ::ov  66)  2d  Ind 

S’lM'CT:  Operational  Papo^t  of  1, 0330113  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period 
boding  31  October  1966,  (3d  Pn,  6th  Arty)  (U) 

,!?.ATQW?.TE,?3J  I  FBLH  F07H  Vl.ff  MATT  ARTILLERY,  A?0  96350,  28  «ov  66 

70:  pomr; landing  General,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVFA-GC-O&T 
A?0  96350 

1.  (u)  Concur  with  recommendations  contained  in  basic  communication. 

2.  (lT)  Action  is  being  initiated  to  prepare  and  submit  recommended 
changes  to  T*>3  6-317C  end  TOY  6-1*673  which  will  include  the  following: 

a.  '3.6  rifles  for  for  ;ard  observers  and  their  oarties. 


b.  Two  r'r'  ne  rat  or  3,  110-12  Ov,  60  cycle,  AC  1.5  K7,  per  firing 

battery. 

3.  (0)  Aviation  support  of  non-divisional  artillery  units  In  I  FFORCYV 

has  been,  and  continues  to  be  a  serious  problem.  Separate  correspondence 
will  be  submitted  on  this  subject. 

H.  (*J)  Tho  logistical  problems  cited  in  the  basic  report  have  been 
substantiated  by  this  headquarters .  Action  wa3  initiated  and  is  con¬ 
tinuously  monitored  to  insure  that  unit  PLLs  and  supporting  A3Ls  are  • 
adequate  and  responsive  to  operational  requirements.  Considerable  im¬ 
provement  has  been  noted  in  this  area  within  the  past  thirty  days. 


5.  (U)  Recommendations :  ^ 

a.  That  plastic  arid  sheets  be  standard  issue  items  for  field 
artillery  units  in  tropical  arua3,  (?lo  ting  Sheets,  Plastic  polyethylene, 
Terephthalate,  1000M  grid,  1:25,000  scale,  7 3N  7530-656-0812) . 


b.  That  deploying  units  be  issued  and  carry  with  them  as 
General  Cargo,  pre-packaged  PI.L  and  ASL.  Upon  arrival,  the  ASL  should 
be  delivered  to  their  Direct  Support  Maintenance  unit.  The  support 
commands  should  take  vigorous  action  to  acquire  adequate  numbers  of 
maintenance  floats,  e.g.  howitzers,  vehicles,  radios  and  components 
such  as  sights,  to  back  up  equipment  in  the  hands  of  using  units. 


Colonel,  Artillery' 
Commanding 
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AVFA-GC-OffiT  (1  Nov  66)  3d  Ind 

SJbJECT :  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  October  1966  /*v 

Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  US  Forces  96350  15  DEC  1968 

TO*  Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  APO  US  Forces  96307 

(C)  The  3d  Pattalion/  6th  Artillery  Operational  Report  of  Lessons 
Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  October  1966  is  forwarded  with 
the  following  comments 

Section  II,  Part  I,  Paragraph  2a  (105mm  Howitzer  (MlOti)  SP): 

US  Army  Support  Command,  Qui  Uhon,  advised  this  headquarters  on  6 
December  1966  that  a  “push"  package  for  the  M108,  105mn  Howitzer  had 
teen  located  and  was  currently  being  inventoried.  A  recommendation  has 
been  made  for  retention  of  Authorized  Stockogc  List/Prescribed  Load 
List  items  at  depot  level  until  direct  support  units  (supporting  the  3d 
Battalion,  6th  Artillery)  have  acquired  an  adequate  artillery  support 
capability. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 

Colonel, 

Adjutant  General 
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AVHGC-DH  (1  Nov  66)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Ooerational  Re  do  rt- Lessons  Learned  for  the  period  Ending 
31  October  1966  (PCS  CoFOR-65) 

HE^UAR£ERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Prandieco  96307 

TO:  Cemander  In  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-OT 
APO  96558 

1  •  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  period  ending  31  October  1966  from  Headquarters,  3d 
Howitzer  Battalion,  6th  Artillery  as  indorsed. 

2.  Pertinent  comments  are  as  follows: 

a.  Reference  Paragraph  5a,  2d  Indorsement:  Concur  on  the 
use  of  plastic  grid  sheets  by  field  artillery  units  assigned  to 
tropical  environments. 


b.  Reference  Paragraph  5b,  2d  Indorsement:  Concur  in 
recommendation  for  deployment  of  units  with  ?ZX  and  ASL  and  subsequent 
delivery  of  ASL  to  supporting  maintenance  unit.  Current  policy  is 
for  Support  Commands  to  establish  maintenance  floats  on  major  eouip- 
ment  items  consistent  with  availability  of  equipment  to  establish 
such  floats. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


1st  Lx,  AGC 
Ant  Adjutant  General 
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OPOP-OT  (1  Nov  66)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lesson*  Learned  for  the  Period  Ending 
31  October  1966  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

2  3  JAN  1967' 

HQ,  US  ARM*,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Francisco  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Develojoant,  Hepartnent  of  the 
A zay,  Washington,'  0,  C.  20310 


This  headquarters  concurs  in  the  basic  report  as  Indorsed. 
FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


RENAMED  UNCLASSIFIED  WHEN 
SKI'VKATF.D  FROM  CLASSIFIED 


6.  £.  Mo 'JUUI& 
CPT,  AGO 

Aaat  AO 
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